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Fall Wine Tour
A great time was had by all RTO members
who attended the fall tour that included a
visit to Coyles, The Golden Leaf Winery
where a beautiful lunch was prepared by
Chef Christina, who is  coincidentally the
daughterinlay ofLynn Mickle. (a member of
Elgin RTO)  The days events were
ended by a tour of Gunn Cheese Factory.
(Hence the fancy head coverings
fashionably  worn by Wayne and Chris) 
The weather was fabulous and the crop
dusting tour showed us a smattering of what
a colourful fall we will experience.

President's Message
     Where has the summer gone?  Was there really a summer?  I would have to say it was not much of a
summer for those looking for continual warm weather,  soft night time rain and the odd rainbow gracing
the blue cloudless sky.  Many residents in Southwestern Ontario had rain up to their ankles in their
basements.  The grass was certainly green all summer and much as that looked great it involved twice as
much cutting and care.  I hope the farmers were happy as evidence of crops thriving dotted the
landscape.  Who ever "they" are, is claiming that this is going to be another winter perhaps even worse
than last year.  For those of you who are here for the winter,  dig out your long johns,  snow boots and
mitts.   Make sure you line up that less age challenged helper for shoveling you out.  
     I am one of the fortunate "Snowbirds"  and no doubt by the time you are reading this Newsletter I will
have arrived in Dunedin, Fl.  Safe travels to all those traveling.  
     We had a great excursion on the Wine Tour.  Thanks to Wayne for all of his organization.  Golf was in
the fore front as members took to the links, thanks to John for his work organizing this fun event. 
Wellness Day was another great success.  Thanks to Wayne and his committee for all of their effort.  
Jean and her crew worked tirelessly sending out cards from celebration to condolences. Thanks to all of
them.  Be sure to share your newsletter with your colleagues, especially those who are thinking of retiring.
 Fran is preparing for the Retirement Workshop, and with other Exec members will share information
about retirement.  With technology Rosemary has reduced the phone list reminders.  Thanks to all the
Executive. YOU make the President's job very easy. 
Well that is all the room I have.   Have a cozy winter, stay safe and have a Happy Holiday Season.  Enjoy
your Christmas Gathering.  
                                                                        Chris Rainsforth



Telephone Committee Report
Our district is moving towards technology with great bounds and leaps.   The
majority of our members wish not to be called as they are receiving email
reminders or just using their email or hard copy newsletter to remind them of
upcoming events.

  Therefore, the telephone list has greatly been reduced resulting in less need
of callers. A new list is sent out in the fall with updates and if you have not
received one, then you no longer have to volunteer in making calls.   I would
like to take this opportunity to thank all captains and callers for their years of
service.  District 41 appreciated your time. 
Rosemary Moreau  Telephone Committee Chair



When contacted regarding his special
birthday Bruce commented, “Yes, I am 
turning 39.” After beginning his career with
the Kitchener/Waterloo High School Board 
as Superintendent of Business, Bruce spent
25 or more years with the Elgin Board as 
Superintendent of Business and Secretary
Treasurer. After his retirement, Bruce worked
for Norbett Schuller (an architect who had
designed several Elgin schools) with his
company Apans to do Purchasing and
Accounting for nursing homes. Bruce
continues this work three days a week. His
two sons visit and check up on him weekly so
he can’t get away with anything. 

Happy 90th Birthday Greetings,
Bruce McGregor

R.T.O. Golf Tournament at Dutton Meadows—September 9, 2014. On a warm sunny day 25
eager golfers hit the links for a fun filled day of scramble golf followed by a scrumptious steak
B.B.Q.with all the trimmings and mouthwatering desserts. Lots of tall tales were told and
everyone enjoyed the company making new friends and renewing old friendships.  Everyone
received a prize. The winners: Ladies longest driveSue Wise, Men’s longest driveJohn
McIntyre,  Closest to the pin—Sue Wise and Roger Robbins, Winning Teams tied scoring 4
under par Gary Maunu, Sue Wise, AL Thorner, Jim Hamilton and Alice Plain, Roger Robbins
and John McIntyre.  Other scores were 33,38,45,45 and 48. Well done and I hope to see more
out next year.
 John McIntyreConvener

RTO Golf Tournament
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A teacher all her life, Norma's first position, at
a grade 8 school near Port Stanley required
her to ride to and from school on the L & PS
railway.  Going home a kindly conductor
watched for her running to catch the train and
would hold the train for her.  She taught in
Chatham and then St Thomas at Homedale
(now Pierre Elliot Trudeau P. S.) and Edward
Street school (now June Rose Caldwell P.S.).
 Norma was known for her kindly manner and
her warm smile and as a beloved
kindergarten teacher.

90 Years Young
Norma Cox
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West Elgin Secondary School Retirees
at "Forget the Bell Breakfast"

Martha, , Cathy, Pat, Larry and John

Wellness Day
Fashion Show Spectators

Congratulations to 
Martha Foster

RTO Provincial 
2nd VicePresident



Project Service To Others
We are very pleased to report that our Project “Backpack Comfort: Inn Out Of The Cold’ was one of
31 applications approved this year by the Provincial Service To Others Committee. Thirty three
applications were received by the Committee for 2014.The Provincial Committee commended our
District for this proposal to help disadvantaged people in the community .The “Inn Out Of The Cold”
provides shelter, an evening and morning meal and connections with mental health and medical
agencies. Special thanks to Sandy Westaway and John Clements for their leadership in this worthy
endeavour. Several of our members and their families assist with the Inn Out Of The Cold and
Outreach programs in the county . We were awarded $3500.00.These funds will enable Inn guests
to carry a backpack of comfort products such as toiletries, food vouchers, library cards, contact
information and brochures detailing help agencies and lunch programs. In addition to backpacks,
Waist Wallets will be handmade to give Inn Guests small pouches to safely protect personal items. 
Our members continue to connect with many Service agencies and churches in the county to offer 
assistance, leadership and support. Your dedication and caring make the community stronger and
more caring. You also lead by example and inspire those who know of your selfless volunteerism.
Please inform your executive if you know of a project involving active participation by RTO/ERO 
members. The deadline for submission is June 16th

 

Scholarship Information for 20142015
Please be advised that the 20142015 Scholarship Application has now been
posted on the RTO/ERO website at:

 https://www.rtoero.org/20142015scholarshipprogram 

When you double click on the above link, you will be taken to a page that
contains three documents:

#1 – Process and General Information
        Applicant should take the time to review.  It contains eligibility and         
        process information. 

#2 – Sample of what the application looks like. Applicant can review and       
        determine what information and documents are being requested before
        accessing application. 

#3 – Application
        20142015 Application

A retirement seminar is scheduled for Saturday, November 15th,  2015.  From 14:30 p.m. at the
Knights of Columbus Hall, 265 Wellington Street, St.Thomas. Partners or significant others are
welcome to attend at no additional cost. This seminar is designed for all employees in education who
are about to retire or are just considering retirement. Please share this with your former colleagues.
They can register at http://rtoero.hssites.com/rpwdistrict41. The cost is $10.00. Johnsons’ Inc is
sponsoring one free Tim Horton’s gift card for $20.00 and a draw for an IPad Mini for the  registered
members. 
It is necessary to apply for membership in RTO/ERO if you wish to become a member.

Recruitment 2014/15



WELLNESS DAY 2014
Participants started the morning chuckling to the humor of the Key Note Speaker.  Ian Tyson a home town boy, 
scanned the room and spotted several prior teachers.  He gave us a great visualization of how much time we spend 1,
waiting in line, 2 driving in a vehicle, 3 cleaning  4 looking for lost items.    Displays were well presented by local
craftspersons and members took the time to visit and chat with fellow retirees.  
Whether improving their golf stroke,  finding new ideas for wardrobes, or feasting on goodies prepared by Chef Les,
everyone was engaged.  What a perfect day to approach the fall.  
As evaluations are evaluated the Wellness Day Committee will make decisions based on your input for future Wellness
Day Workshops.  We had a total 109 attendees.  If you were unable to take part in this years Wellness Day and have
any ideas to share for future Wellness Day Workshops, send your suggestions to any Executive Member and they will
pass them along to Wayne.  As they say a picture is worth a 1000 words so please enjoy the photos.



Eldercare Select
Who helps the helper? 
At some point in our lives, we will all become, or need caregivers.  The challenges of caring for a loved one are very
complex and can at times seem overwhelming.  caregivers need help.  RTO has partnered with Eldercare Select, to
provide that help to every member enrolled in the Extended Health Care (EHC) plan.

What are the services that Eldercare Select Provides? 
RTO/ERO Extended Health Care participants and their spouses receive: 
•Expert Advice, guidance and support to address a specific eldercare challenge and develop 
           a personalized care plan. 
•The Eldercare Select Care Specialist will provide coaching, support and planning regarding the specific needs of     
           your aging loved one. 
•Through a single point of contact, EHC participants have access to 24/7 nursing and personal care in their home or 
           the home of a loved one. 
•This is available across Canada and is delivered by quality approved and monitored home care providers. 
•There is an additional cost for these services (monitored home care providers). This cost may be eligible for              
            reimbursement under your Group Insurance Benefits. 
•A 25% discount of FirstWatch, a personal medical response system.  This includes: A Nursing assessment 
            upon installation; Twoway voice response; and Nursing support  during emergency calls.

How do I get access to the Eldercare Select?
EHC participants and their spouses can access Eldercare Select by phoning 18883271500 or connecting through
www.eldercareselect.ca.  The member will speak with a Care Specialist, a Registered Nurse, who will assist with the
caregiving situation.  

Why is RTO offering this service?
RTO/ERO is providing this new service as part of our goal to provide valuable benefits to help members with
challenges they are facing, such as caregiving and eldercare.

Do I have to use this program?     Do I need to pay for it?
No. Eldercare Select is a new benefit which has been added to the Extended Health Care plan.  Participation is
completely voluntary and there is no cost to you.  If you decide to utilize additional services, such as homecare or
the personal emergency response systems (FirstWatch) any fees will be your responsibility.  The care specialist will
work with you to identify discounts and potential funding sources that can be of assistance.

What kinds of situations would qualify for this service?
Eldercare Select is for individuals facing a caregiving or eldercare challenge with a loved one.  Whether you want to
learn more in anticipation of an aging loved one, (spouse, parent, grandparent, etc.), to develop a plan of action, or
whether you are facing an event driven challenge such as hospitalization,  transition to long term care, or have some
general questions, the care specialists are here to help.

Who is Eligible to use the service?
RTO/ERO EHC participants and their spouses can contact Eldercare Select
for assistance with a loved one spouse, parent, grandparent, or someone else under their care.

How does the process work?
By phone or web you will be connected with a care specialist, a registered nurse, who will assist your situation,
develop a personalized care plan, share information, tools and support to help your with your  care giving challenge. 
The nurse may connect you with services or resources, and will assist you with getting things set up.

How much do homecare services cost?
This is often dependent of the type of service and the location where the services will be performed.  The care
specialist will identify those specifics depending on the factors identified for your region and individual situation.

Call  18883271500 or visit www.eldercareselect.ca
If you need assistance with any aspect of Eldercare Select, 

let me know, and I’ll try to get answers for you; 
Wayne Grosvenor, Health Services Rep.
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New England and Canada Cruise 
19  “ cruisers” left Toronto airport on September 24th and landed in New York at
10.00 a.m. After a 4 hour tour of the Big AppleTimes Square, Manhattan, Rockefeller
Centre, Central Park,Statue of Liberty and Empire State Building we arrived at the
Eurodam, our Holland American Hotel for the next 10 days.
We sailed all day and arrived in Boston, where we toured a wonderful educational city
and then on to Portland Maine a quaint and pretty  city. 
From Portland to the Bay of Fundy and St John where we viewed the reversing falls.
Halifax was our next stop with several tours of the city and area and with a tour to
Peggy’s Cove. On to Sydney and a tour of Cape Breton Island and wonderful
scenery. (much too early for the fall colors) 
Then on to Charlettown P.E.I.for tours of the Island and city with a lot of history
pertinent to Canada. 
A day at sea followed as we sailed up the St Lawrence River to Quebec City where we
all marveled at the beautiful old city and wandered around or went on tours.
We left the Quebec airport at 3.00.pm and arrived in Toronto at 5.00 p.m. on
Wednesday September 24th. 
We were all filled with stories of entertainment, experiences as well as seafood
[lobster, mussels, shrimp, Atlantic cod, salmon] and other tasty morsels.
What a trip!! An enjoyable time was had by all but happy to be home.

Get set for our next major trip an all inclusive trip from Amsterdam down the Romantic
Rhine river to Basel and Zurich Switzerland on the Avalon Tranquility river boat.
There are still spots available –if interested call Marion at 519 633 6300.Trip is from
May 20th May 31st 2015.
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Christmas Gathering and Lunch

Christmas Gathering and Lunch

This gathering 
has been subsidized 

by 
your 

Elgin RTO

Dennis Collins
7 Primrose Court
St. Thomas ON N5P 0B3

Yes I would like to join you at the 

      
      

                     

TOTAL       ________________+________________=
Make Cheque payable to Elgin RTO and mail it to 

ElginRTO District 41 
Members @ $20.00/Person

Guests &NonMembers of District 41
ElginRTO  @ $25.00/Person

Please fill in Names

Where: Senior's Centre, St. Thomas   
Date:   Wed. Dec 10, 2014 

Time:  Doors Open at 11:00 
Meal served @ 12:00           

Cost: District 41Elgin RTO Member    $ 20.00     
NonDistrict 41Elgin RTO Member   $ 25.00  

Submit Funds by December 1, 2014

Due to Catering Deadline  Sorry NO last minute additions.

Thinking of others Please Bring Food Donation for The Caring Cupboard

Wishing you all a safe
Happy Holiday Season 

and
a Healthy and Prosperous New Year.



Free $20 Gift Card
To celebrate our 30-year relationship, 
Johnson Insurance is giving prospective 
RTO/ERO members that attend a FREE 
$20 Gift Card for Tim Hortons!

Join Us! 

 

BONUS: 
Draw for an 
iPad Mini!†

Retiring in 
the next fi ve years?

Date:  Saturday, November 15th 
Time:  14:30 p.m.

Location :  Knights of Columbus Hall
265 Wellington Street, St. Thomas 

Please register by Nov.3rd

Fran Wren  
Phone: 5196316515
gwren@execulink  

or
Dennis Collins

dtcollins@rogers.com
5196310932

For more information contact

Send Cheque by Nov 3, 2014 
Made out to 

Elgin RTO District 41
to

C/O Fran Wren
10263 Lynhurst Park 

St Thomas, Ontario.  N5P 2E5

Cost:  $10.00 Per Person
Spouse/Significant Other

Welcome  No Charge

Tim Horton's gift card and draw for IPad Mini
limited to registered person only.

Johnson lnc. is a licensed insurance intermediary also operating as “Johnson lnsurance” in NB, NS, NL,
ON, PE. Johnson administers the RTO/ERO group health plan and offers other individual benefits to
members. For more information refer to www.rtoero.org. Certain restrictions may apply, check policy for
details. *Johnson will provide a free noobligation gift card to each Prospective Member of RTO/ERO who
is eligible to retire within the next five years and who attends a RTO/ERO retirement workshop held up
until February 28, 2015. “Prospective Member of RTO/ERO” is a person actively working in an ON
educational institution (public/private school, college or university) as a teacher, principal, supervisory
officer, secretarial or clerical worker, custodial or maintenance worker, education assistant, youth and child
worker or other support staff person. One gift card per person. The TDL Group Corp. and its affiliate (“Tim
Hortons”) has no connection with these events. Gift cards obtained by retail purchase. At each of the
workshops, one attendee will be selected by random draw to win one (1) Apple iPad Mini (approx. value
$329.00). No purchase necessary. Chances of winning will depend on number of registered attendees at
the specific workshop.

Registration OnLine @
http://rtoero.hssites.com/rpwdistrict41



2014

Assets at January 1

General Ledger Balance $ 4,565.84      

Investments 5,000.00      

Other assets:_________________________Uncashed  cheque (250.00)        

Total Assets $ 9,315.84      

Revenue

Grants

    Annual $ 12,478.00$  

    Bilingual Services

    Project - Service to Others  

    Retirement Planning Workshops

Interest on Bank Balance 0.39$           

Other_____________________________________ 7,287.98$    

Total Revenue:  19,766.37$  

Total Assets and Revenue:  29,082.21$  

Expenses

District Goodwill  457.52$       

Bilingual Services -$             

Project - Service to Others 10.46$         

Meetings

    Executive 516.39$       

    District 498.00$       

    Senate 818.70$       

Provincial Workshops -$             

Newsletter (mailings, printing, postage) 2,043.04$    

Office expenses
   (bank charges, faxes, photocopies, stamps, stationery, telephone etc.) 153.28$       

Retiree Receptions 969.54$       

Retirement Planning Workshops 155.60$       

Website -$             

Donations 824.86$       

Political Advocacy 463.75$       

Other Expenses   AGM meal 951.00$       

Member Activities 2,625.29$    

Total Expenses  10,487.43$  

Assets at December 31at Oct. 1

General Ledger balance 17,388.31$  

Investments 5,000.00$    

Other assets: uncashed cheques (3,793.53)$   

Total Assets  18,594.78$  

.
     If you die before you’ve been on pension
for 10 years, a 10year pension guarantee
option provides your CPPreduced pension to
your survivor or estate for the balance of 10
years.To be eligible for a spousal pension,
you and your spouse must not have been
living separate and apart when your pension
started. If you separate or divorce after your
pension starts, your former spouse remains
eligible to receive a survivor pension.
     Eligible children ( under 18 or 25 if in
school; or disabled ) will receive a pension if
you don’t have an eligible spouse. A child’s
default pension is 50% of your pension. If you
enter into a marriage or commonlaw
relationship after receiving your first pension
payment, your new spouse is not
automatically entitled to a survivor pension.
To provide your new spouse with a survivor
pension, you must apply anytime on or before
90 days after the marriage, or the day you
reach the threeyear cohabitation
requirement for commonlaw spouses. In
most cases your pension will be reduced to
provide this new survivor benefit. 
     This has been a very brief outline of
survivor benefits for teachers. For further
details contact an Ontario Teachers’ Pension
Plan counselor or visit the website
www.otpp.com.  Members of the OMERs
Pension Plan have similar survivor benefits,
although there are some differences. Contact
me if you wish further details.

TEACHERS’ PENSION SURVIVOR BENEFITS
     

dgiles@on.aibn.com

District 41  Elgin
Consolidated Financial Statement

Jan1 Oct 1, 2014

     Many teachers expect to live long into retirement, supported by a lifetime pension. But what 
happens when you die? If eligible, your spouse or children are entitled to survivor benefits to help
them maintain financial security. The amount of the pension is a percentage (50 – 75%) of what your
pension should be after age 65, plus annual inflation increases. The pension depends on survivor
benefits one has selected at the time of retirement – 60% being the default benefit. Your pension will
be reduced slightly for a survivor pension higher than 50%. In some cases, the amount of the
spousal benefit may fall below the threshold for payment as a monthly pension, and survivors will
receive a lump sum  payment.



Scholarship Information for 20142015
Please be advised that the 20142015 Scholarship Application has now been
posted on the RTO/ERO website at:

 https://www.rtoero.org/20142015scholarshipprogram 

When you double click on the above link, you will be taken to a page that
contains three documents:

#1 – Process and General Information
        Applicant should take the time to review.  It contains eligibility and         
        process information. 

#2 – Sample of what the application looks like. Applicant can review and       
        determine what information and documents are being requested before
        accessing application. 

#3 – Application
        20142015 Application

To retirees of George S Henry Secondary School/Academy, 
There’s going to be a 50th Anniversary Reunion, May 29th31st, 2015.
Please contact Lorne Bradshaw at (613) 5465922 or bgl10@bell.net

Also, check out the George S Henry 50th reunion Facebook page.

Reunion

Coyles, Bus Ride, 
Gunn's Hill Cheese Factory

Dates to Remember
 
November 15th – Retirement Planning Workshop
                             Knights of Columbus, St Thomas

December 1st, 2014  Cut off date for Christmas Luncheon

December 10th – Christmas Luncheon, 
                            Seniors Center St. Thomas 

January 30, 2014 – Curling – Wayne Grosvenor

May 6th – AGM, Keystone Complex, Shedden 
                     Guest Speaker:  Steve Peters

Bus Tour

Sue and Wayne Grovenor
Stepped up to the Plate

The Cheese Plate

Can You guess who
this Bobble Head

looks like.

        

d       

        



Political Advocacy will continue to work with the 
Police Services Board and LHIN to advocate for seniors.  
Hopefully you got out to vote for the October 27th election.  Always remember to contact our executive
if you need a ride to any election.  We need to reverse the declining trend of voters since 1990.  Let's
make a difference!  Take a few minutes out of your busy schedule and cast your ballot.  
Each of us has the responsibility to become wellinformed voters.  Be aware of each candidate's
platform and attend all candidates' meetings in your city or town.  We as retired teachers have time,
energy and financial resources to support local candidates.  Each candidate has hundreds of tasks
involved in a campaign.  

POLITICAL ADVOCACY

The Final Bell

Judy Burford
Mary Bailey (McKillop)

 

 

 

The Final Bell Rang for the Following Educators
Francis Livingstone  

Mary Bailey 
Gertrude Storme

Judy Burford
Emery Rowe

Elgin RTO District 41
 extends their sympathy to family members.  

May the memories of your love one give you strength. 

Th

Please notify the 
Editor of any

errors or omissions.

Retired Teachers Social Curling Event
 

Friday February 1, 2013  Time:   9:30 1230 a.m. 
Cost:  $15.00    Includes a 6end game and lunch. 

A morning of activity and fun.
Instruction provided for anyone trying the game so

bring a guest. 
Equipment needed –Clean running shoes 

Contact  Wayne Grovsvenor  5196310446
For more Information and to add your name to the list.

Thousands of Canadians are defrauded each year.  There is no typical fraud victim.  You still need to
protect yourself.  Be aware of the top five fraud targets.  
1.    Phishing  a fraudsters  impersonating a trusted organization  never disclose  financial information.
2.    Online Banking Fraud 
3.    Skimming  electronic capture of data
4.    Identity Theft
5.    Grandparent Scam
Website to check out more information: 
Canadian AntiFraud Centre:    Http//www.antifraudcentrecentreantifraude.ca/   
Remember, stay educated!  The more educated you are about fraud, the lower the risk of becoming a
victim.  
We still need more individuals to join our Political Advocacy.  Talk to our executive. 


